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some weeks past, it is not unlikely that he may be the mouth-
piece of his commercial friends at Hamburg.

I doubt, however, whether Prince Bismarck would himself
entertain any proposal for the acquisition of Samana, and the less
so if he thought it might lead to any question with the United
States Government, but I will endeavour to ascertain how the
matter stands. ..."

The French Ambassador did not share his British colleague's
reluctance to believe in German expansion, but thought it
inevitable. The House of Godefroy of Hamburg, one of the
foremost in pushing the colonial idea, had met with financial
disaster and the Reichstag had refused a demand of Prince
Bismarck to come to its aid. Enthusiasm was cooled for the
moment, perhaps, but Courccl did not believe that the policy
would be abandoned.1 Later events proved him right, but for
the time being these straws did not seem to indicate very clearly
the final direction of the wind, and it was only gradually that the
change in Bismarck's attitude became apparent.

Lord Ampthill's belief that Bismarck would never pursue
a colonial policy was not due to failure to observe the growing
demand for expansion. In reporting an account of an enthusi-
astic meeting of the German Colonization Society, founded at
Frankfort under the leadership of Prince Hermann zu
Hohenlohe-Langenburg, he outlined some of the objects the
Society hoped to further by vigorous propaganda. The meeting
was attended by many prominent men, but not by any member
of the Government.

While public opinion was thus being educated at home,
German traders were busy overseas. The first flames of
controversy flew up in Fiji. New Zealand had annexed this
island in 1874, to t-he annoyance of the German trading firms
already settled on the Island, and they began to make complaints
of their treatment to the home government. Thus was Bismarck's
political indifference to colonies brought sharply up against
his imperial responsibility towards some of the most energetic
sons of the Empire. Before this challenge his former objections
began slowly to melt away, and he was led, step by step, along
the path that was to lead to a colonial Empire after all. His anger
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